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" The Editor visits CMC in Shropshire ‘s o
who have hand-crafted the most .‘L’;: R S g
amazing bespoke Jaguar for deds from Michae
member Michael Hughes.

From Mind to Matter
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' the size of the finished car but is also \I'|ta[
in ensuring good handling :hara:teristlcs,
stability and structural integrity. It was
Michael himself who came up with the
idea of basing the size of the car on the
Jaguar D-type and then, with the help of
John Arnold from the Mallory Park race
circuit who had previously been involved
in the Revival D-type replica project, was
able to acquire one of the Revival chassis,
This then formed the basis of the new car.
Now the bodywork could be worked
on and CMC built the necessary wooden
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CLASSIC MOTOR

Aseries of sketches were done to Interpret Michael's ideas
into a real design and remarkably the final outcome turned
out to bevery close fo the original drawings.

CARS




Somie detall of the internal body structure unique ta this car,
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bucks onto which the hand-crafted
aluminium panels would be formed.
Virtually everything was bespoke to
this car, not only every body panel but
things like the windscreen, specially
laminated (the toaol alone to form the
screen cost £2,0001). The whole design
was a tribute to the ingenuity and
expertise of the CMC staff. Take things
like the bonnet hinges which were
specially designed and made so that,
when the bonnet opened they allowed
it to cantilever away from the bulkhead.
The next task was to build the interior,
again with a lot of input from the
financier and eventual owner, Michael
Hughes. A great deal of thought went
into the design and execution including
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Feter Southam, a key skilled panelman fram
CMC did most af the bodywork on the car,
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Arange of ather drawings feaim the many produced before the profect got underway,

the choice of instruments, design of the
seats and ensuring that there was room for
everything including the comfort of the
driver. All this work was also done by CMC.
Michael also wanted the space to
accommodate a full-sized spare wheel
and for the car to have a boot, not an easy
task in such a car but CMC achieved it.
The drive train was to be XK straight
six based and this work was entrusted
to Rob Beere (well known for his racing
engines). The rebuilt XK unit with high
lift cams, triple Weber carburettors and
much more develops over 320bhp with a
whopping 350Ibs ft of torque, all mated to
afive speed gearbox and XJ40 rear axle,
Although the car is essentially a two-
seater open-top sports, Michael considered
itimportant that it offered good weather

protection to make it a practical car in the
UK. CMC came up with an MGB hood and
frame that was converted and modified
to fit and not only looks good but is an
excellent fit and keeps the weather at bay.
Michael also wanted it to be practical in
that he didn't want a lot of aggro putting
the hood up and down and so CWMC
engineered that it could be folded back
into its own space behind the seats and
covered by a hinged tonneau panel,

The Ups and Downs

The whole project took about two years

to complete from preparing sketches to
finished build. There were lots of hurdles
along the way but surprisingly, with the
purchase of a ready made chassis, the body

Wooden bucks were made up onto which the individual alfoy panels were formed
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The intricacy
of the wark
| clearly e
Jaguar o= = e :eenhe.rein
enthusiost - — \ - TR the bonnet.
Mike : : r ' Most of the
Hughes . X : alloy was
sitting in of 1.5mm
his akvn i : - . : thickness
ereation. Ty .- with special
o - . ! framewark for
the bannét,
boot and
dooraredas,
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Above: The Revival D-type chassis purchased fo
thecar, here trial fitted with an ofd XK engine
to wark aut the detail of mountings, ete,

fit and finish went well. There were issues |
like ensuring sufficient engine cooling,
getting the position of the controls, pedal;
gear lever in the right place, modifying th
axle mounting, etc, The exhaust was a tria
because it had to feed through the front |
wings and down the inside of the sills. Thil
lead to issues over excessive heat, biisteri
paintwork, etc. The answer was to wrap t
exhaust system in heat resistant bandag I
The interior is built around Michael
so there is little adjustment if someone
glse wanted to drive the car, The extent
of Michael's detail even went as far as
the seat belts with the buckles and
fasteners derived from a 1960s Ferraril
Al this detail didn't come cheap, Over|
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: LR, P R 7 A, ., . 1,500 man hours were spent on the
Pretiy conventional rear axle/suspension fram an K140 2 ; I ";r,::::: aﬁﬁne ar_ldrll:::enkthe‘;eﬁwals thed
mournited inta the Revival chassis box section. a:sernbiy s; paintwork and Hna
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Michael considered it Important to have a reasonable boar to
accommodate afull-sized spare wheel and an overnight bag!

The hood has its ariging in an MGE but fad to be substantially
madified for this purpose andlooks quite neat,

The neat
instaliation
afthe Xk
powerunit
with Webber
carburetion
and bespake
mdnifolding.




It didn’t end there as Michael had gone so far he went the final
mile with the ultimate detail, Like the steering wheel which was
from an XK, professionally cut down and re-laminated for the job.
With the car taking many styling cues from fifties racers like Ferrari,
Maserati, Lister and, of course, Jaguar, the final touch was the paint
finish and Michael chose a Maserati colour, Nuvolari silver, H
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Beautifully hand-crafted and finished leather fnteriarof the car. Yau can
notice a couple of Jaguar items like the specially eut-dawn XK 4-spake
steering wheel and the leather covered ashtray from a Series saloon, The
rear panel behind the seats hinges back to reveal the hood stowage areda,

The specialiy made seats to Michael's requirement,
complete with spécial 1960 Ferrari belts,

Neo, not even these headlamp covers came from, say an
E-type, they were specially designad and made.

The final
touch, o
unigue bad:
for the car
incorporati
Michael's
initials, the
Bridgnarth
emblem
(whera
builders €
are bosed!
the Jaguar
Rame,

Evan the windsereen s unigue to the car, the fooling
costing mare than the actual sereen!
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