Up to £80 grand to be precise, fzi;uty restored, re-engineered Jaguar MKIL
But, asks h'lurr_f.ﬁ;ﬂutkiey. how muetTmore desirable can it be than the original?
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ice car the ML Jag. Fast, lovely
looker; more leather than a Soho
bondage club in that ew
cabin. But what makes
spend £60,000 OF more an this most
anel enigmatic of ° 4
“What you' ve got 1o > unders
people that b s
{Jﬂ]dlll{}f]'l found age Jag
.-\ rh.u [lu-'r

rwhatever hut. u.-L'EI s lnl WS
a :\'[f.ijglil contest between our Mkll an
modem luxury car we couldn't compete.
omers want the c: n expensive oy
the know they could use every day il they
]ml t0,”
e toy: the Classic Motor Cars Mkl isn't
tored MEIT but a recreated MEIL
Fuel injection, air conditioning and improved
suspension and steering are the principal
improvements over the standard car that
yalatalle modern drive.
OfF course the sums still don't add up when
a nice original 3 il overdrive Jaguar
MEII is strugpling to make £15,000 in the UK.
But money clearly isn't an issue with
Goldthorp's customets - or any of the other
people who buy the big-buck uprated Mklls
currently on offer from four companics =
want what they want and it has to be rght:
they aren't acc ustomed to temperamental old

Tardware that bres
a5t of o Cus ¢ foreign = Euro-
pean and Far Eastern - because on the
continent the Mkl is a very special car, held
in higher esteem than it is ‘here. The yaren't
ssarily even Jaguar enthusiasts who by
them, just rich people who love the shape of
the MK and want it to be as close to a "90s car
to drive as possible.”
s, then, with a good original
MEIT should be superfluo buyers of
Goldthorp's cars would never consider one -
but we thought it would instructive to drive
new and old together anyway. Has all x'c-s.rig:-.

v+ Are you h-r_'tttr off with an
original car? does the answer lie some-
where in betweenr?
Our “original’ MEII came courtesy of Simon
et of Bamshury LA 1961 menustl
overdrive 3.8, It was restored in pearl il
mid-blue with a fine grey leather interior in
stland between 1988 and '91 and is now
nicely broken in. Waller has the car up at
£19,950 - top money for a ML in Britain -
but is confident it will sell, probably in Burope
where most of the nice, expensive cars encl
up these days
ller, whao specialises in older Jag
hoes Goldthorp’s comments: “The ¢
much more highly thought of on

nent. There were atways much fewer of them
over there. Itw
Based
Goldthorp's MkILis a breathtaking restoration
with a show-car silver paint job that would do
yCE wd, panel gaps that Browns
Lane could only dream of and an air of hand-
crafted quality to all the fixmures .m:.t fi
even in the p!
wiould do justice to Aston Martin. ‘H 1don’t
pok for long to see where all that
i 1ouurs = has gone,
5 the most highly
s MEI vet although
d you a standard Mkl
Jdcpr* ding on how much
ar needs, Outwardly it bog
LI though the Sund
rstyle cutawsty arches -
570 tyres on E4yp Hm]'ll.'"linr'-l win
- hint at something special. Lift the bonnet
and you could eat your dinner off thos
some cam covers, although the Weber
on looks unfamiliar.
Glance underneath and the cantiie
quarter-elliptic springs have been replace
alrate coils, the axle properly locay
aving a longer, higher-mounted central
Panhard rod to lift the roll centre.
At the front there are stiffer springs, a
redesigned and better located anti-roll bar,
and a powered XJS rack taking the place of
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ice car the MKII Jag. Fast, lovely

looker; more leather than a Soho

bondage club in that evocative

cabin. But what makes sane men
spend 260,000 or more on this most beautiful
and enigmatic of 'G0s sports saloons?

“What you've got to understand about the
people that buy our cars,” says Nick
Goldthorp, founder of Vicarage Jaguar, now
of Classic Motor Cars, “is that they aren't
buying them instead of @ DBT or an Sclass
Mercedes or whatever but as well as: ifit was
a straight contest berween our MEL and a
modern luxury car we couldn't compete. Our
customers want the car as an expensive oy
they know they could use every day if they
bl 1"

Some toy: the Classic Motor Cars MEIT isn't
merely a restored Mkl but a recreated MEIL
Fuel injection, air conditioning and improved
suspension and stecring are the principal
improvements over the standard car that
malke it a far more palatable modemn drive

OFf course the sums still don'tadd up when
a nice original 3.8 manual overdrive Jaguar
MEILis struggling to make £15,000 in the LK
But moncy clearly isn't an issue with
Goldthorp's custamers - or any of the other
peaple who buy the big-buck uprated MEklls
currently on offer from four companies, They
want what they want and it has to be right:
they aren’t accustomed to temperamental old

hardware that breaks down,

“Most of our customers are foreign - Furo-
pean and Far Eastern - because on the
continent the MEIL is a very special car, held
in higher esteem than it is here, They aren't
necessarily even Jaguar enthusiasts wheo buy
them, just rich people who love the shape of
the MEL and want it to be as close to a '90s car
o dlrive as possible.”

All comparisons, then, with a good ordginal
MED should be superfluous - buyers of
Goldthorp's cars would never consider one -
but we thought it would instrictive to drive
new and old together anyway, Has all vestige
of character - good and bad - been massaged
out of the Classic Motor Cars MEI in the name
of "90s drivability? Are you better off with an
original car? Or does the answer lie some-
where in berween?

Our ‘original’ MEI came courtesy of Simon
Waller of Barnsbury Classics, a 1961 minual
overdrive 3.8, It was restored in pearlescent
mid-blue with a fine grey leather interior in
Scotland berween 1988 and '91 andis now
nicely broken in, Waller has the car up at
£19,950) - top money for s MKIL in Hritain -
but is confident it will scll, probably in Buroge
where most of the nice, expensive cirs enid
up these days,

Waller, who specialises in older Jaguars,
echoes Goldthom's comments: "The cius are
much more highly thought of on the conti-
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nent. There were atways much fewer of them
over there. It was aspecial car,”

Based on a sound California donor,
Goldthorp’s Ml is a breathtaking restoration
with a show-car silver paint job that would do
Rolls-Royee proud, panel gaps that Browns
Lane could only dream of and an air of hand-
crifted guality to all the fixtures and fittings,
even in the places you don't normally see, that
woutld do Justice to Aston Martin, You don't
have to look for long to see where all thar
money - and the 1800 man-hours - has gone.

Mestined for Japain, this is the most highly
specified Classic Motor Cars MEI yet although
CMC willl happily build you a standard METT
for around £60,000 depending on how much
work the donor car peeds. Outwardly it looks
mainty standard, though the Sundym glss and
Coombsstyle cutaway arches - well filled by
fat 21570 tyres on Etype competition wires
- hint at something special. Lift the bonnet
anel you could eat your dinner off those hand-
some cam covers, although the Weber
injection looks unfamiliar

Glance underneath and the cantilevered
guacter-elliptic springs have been replaced by
dual-rate coils, the axle properly located and
having a longer, highermounted central
Panhard eod 1o lift the roll centre.

At the front there are stiffer springs, a
redesigned and better located anti-roll bar,
and a powered XIS rack taking the place of

the: original Burmuin recirculating ball steering
gesir, Modern engine mountings cut vibration
anel take the weight of the engine off the
bady, further improving the handling The
Dunlop disc brakes have been upiated, but
the orginal solid rotors are deemed adeguate
onaroad car. I you want them, Classic Motor
Cars will fit X]-style ventilated discs, or
anything ather options,

In place of the original Borg Warmner 1G
o gearbox is a three-speed Borg Warner 66
automatic, but you can specify a later all-

CMC car relains
3.8 engine, but
it's fuel-injected
by Weber,
uprated from
180bhp to 235,
and mated to a
new three-speed
auto. Betier
insulation stop
heat bleeding
through to cabin

T BAKER

-

synchro’ Jaguar unit with overdrive or a
Getrag fivespeed. In the pipeline is a modem
fourspeed auto with top gear lock-up.
Inside, XJ Vanden Plis front seats have
replaced the originals: “They give more lateral
support than the original seats, but the plear-
ing is similar so ar a glance they look as
before,” Clever, but not 5o clever is the XJ-
style T-handle with its wooden grip (what's
wrong with the column shift?)y or the Moto-
Lita wheel that would look happier on an
MOGB. Again, the big plastic wheel found in
the standard car has a ot more period charm
and it could be retained if you wanted it
The loud mid-blue seat trim wouldn't be
everybody's choice but, like everything else
o this car it's beautifully crafted, The down-
side is the smell; the concoction of leather,
glue and plastic that permeated the interior of
the original car is pone. Now the Classic
Mator Cars Mk just whilfs
blandly of new leather
whicl, to me, is a shame.
Ciast an eye over the rich,
glossy walnut diash and ic's
mostly Gumiliar MK fare:
tragically unergonomic but
as handsome a dash as
you'll fingl. The air condi-

Vo et into driving the Bctory cr with s fechle
twospeed blower and pathetic ventilation

Into gear and the torgque converter 'bires’
propery for a crisp take-off from rest
Although the upchanges aren’t as silken as on
thie kitest seli-shifters, downchanges are almaost
undetectable and there is crisp part-throtile
kick-down response the factory automatic
MiIls never enjoyed

Subjectively the car didn't feel much more
encrgetic than our standard manual 3.8 driven
vigorously through the gears but, in reality,
makes much more relaxed progress, never
using more than 3500-4000rpm, particulary
if the: going: is twisty, and requires far less effont
from the driver.

Power peaks at 235bhp at the flywheel -
the original car probably has a troe 180bhp i
you disregard Jaguar's boastful SAE figures -
and Tart's injected englne plots a fat torgque
curve with 2091b ft avail-
able at 2500rpm.  The
engine should rev frecly to
(M Irpm says Tart (ery that
with an original XK engine)
and pulling 26. Lmph per
H000rpm in top, should
resach 130mphat S000rpm.
With near-dentical gearing

tioning outler slots neatly

into the space where the oddments tray used
to be, and there are power windows and an
electric sunroof, all openited by slightly out
of character modem plastic switches.

One key works everything on the CMC
MEIL, ending the confusion most owners of
older Jaguars suffer when locking and starting
their cars with ane of two or three identical
looking (and tiny) keys. Central locking
completes the list of executive labour-savers.

The traditional pushbutton starts the CMC
MEIL It fires first touch and pulls cleanly from
rest; the oviginal car - though a prompt starter
om its auto choke - tends 1o gag and cough
until fully warm, Painstakingly rebuilt by the
ultra-enthusiastic and very talented Andrew
Tart (again late of Vicarage and a director of
Classic Motor Cars) this engine feels freer,
sweeter than the original. 5o it should: every-
thing that moves is balanced, and the majority
of moving parts are new. 1 runs cooler in traf
fic too thanks to electric fans, With better
insulation on the bulkhead it's quieter than
before, with much less heit soak.

With all the tinted windows tightly shun,
conditioned air wafis gently around your face
and neck, a welcome change from the lather

Classic and Sporiscor, January 1994

the manul overdrive 3.8
ran toy 1 20mpl in Artocar's 1960 road test,
blasting to GO0mph in 8.5 secs, still in second.

Rack und pinion steering with consistent
weighting and crisp gearing transforms the
feel of the MEIL the biggest single improve-
ment to the cir, Few hig-gun sportsters could
run with the MEL in its heyday, never mind
woodand-deather saloons.

Chn swoopy rusil secondaries the Goldthorp
car soon pulls decisively away from the
massively understeering original: roll and
plovgh-on are halved and the car feels alert and
medern, dispensing with the armifuls of lock
andd wallowy roll the driver of an original MEL
mustendure, The nose goes where you point
it at the Mick of & wrist - compared with the
original at any rate = the whole balance of the
Car a5 near o neuteal as you can get with 57
percent of the weight over the front wheels,

Brakes are excellent - as are those of the
standard car to be Gir- and with the wide,
sequare pedal used on all auto MEIIs you can
lesfi-foot brake deep into comers,

At constant high speeds wind noise still
intrudes on Goldthorp's MKII - he says it's
incurable because of the design of the rool
guttering = bt it is nothing like as bad as on
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THE ULTIMATE JAGUAR

How Can you justify spending over
£60,000 on a classic Jaguar motor car?

Simply because this is no ordinory restomation, Completely rebailt
from @ bare metal body, Every nut and bolt rencwed and every pan
reconditioned ar replaced where practical Each car is delivered with
a5 year anti corrosion warranty and a full mechanical guarantee.

We at Classic Motor Cars build all our Jaguars to this uncompro-
mising standard, whether it be a XK, E Type or MK2 Saloon. Mot only
do we offer unparalleled quality in restomtion we have also devel-
oped a mnge of options in other areas. These mnge from suspension
and handling packages through to high performance engines and
Iuxury refinements, such as air conditioning and electric windows.

I you would like to know more about us, please call or write for
yvour information pack and the chance to test drive the ullimate
Classic motor ciar

Tel: 01746 765804
768404

i

Clhasic Wotor Cons

LIMITED

Building 6, Stanmore Industrial Estate,
Bridgnorth, Shropshire WV15 SHR

| winds. Here even the older

Original wheel, as here, suits Mill best

the factory car where wind whips and whis-
tles around door seals and quarterlights at
anything beyond 75-H0mph.

The original car's wipers start to lift at this
point and their two speeds can't cope with a
torrential downpour with the same dismissive
aplomb of the CMC METT and its modern K]
wiper motor. There is no misting up either -
a constant headache in most '60s saloons.

Both feel massively stable, like good front
drive moderns totally unaffected by side

MEII is a hugely impressive
car, with the steam and
stamina to hassle reps and
dawdling excoutives from
one end of the motorsay o
the other. Tt des well. the
sheer mass of its mechani-
eal elements pummelling
most bumps into submis-
sion, though the springs in
the unsupportive front seats
can sometimes have their
accupants bouncing out of
phase with the suspension,
The ride of the new car is
even more boulevard,
though the rear axle can
patter over certain kinds of
dhisturbance: the rear dampers necd revalving,
sarys Mick, o improve response in rebound,
Around town the differences berween the
pair are even more distinet. Manoeuvring the
unassisted factory car feels lloe a session ot the
gym, with muscle-toning steering effort for
parking (five turns berween dismally poor
locks) a heavy clutch that doesn't always disen-
gage ancl a sticky, stiff Moss gearchange, living
ups Lo its reputation for weighty, slow shifts
and synchromesh on second gear that has long
since departed, Goldthorp's auto MEI feels
half the carin the same situation: you can drive
it casually with one hand, and slot it neatly into

Shifter now on console; cholce of "hox

a parking spot without raising your eyvebrows,
never mind i sweat, just like the laest X6,

There can be no doubt that the Classic
Motor Cars MEII is an impressive plece of
engineering, the best restored car of its type
I've seen, yet its character is somehow
ancdyne: you begin to miss the yowl of the
old-fashioned Moss 'hox in Dottom gear, the
more intrusive sparl of the carburetted
straight-six engine, the deep character lines
i the wromatic seats only years of use can give.

If 1 was choosing the
specification of my ult-
mate Classic Motor Cars
MEIT perhaps I'd be a bit
more  discerning:  the
power steering conversion
is a must, the suspension
modifications  desirable,
but I'd keep the interior
standard and could do
without the electric toys
and even the fancy fuel
injection. To me, they are
not what owning a Mkl
Jagguanr e all about, though
air conditioning would be
nice, cspecially a subtle
installation like this.

As it stands this particu-
lar fully-lsded car is a superbly crafted
pastiche of a Mki, a modern, beautifully engi-
necred executive barouche disguised as the
bestlooking saloon Jaguar ever nade. The
man who owns it probably won't drive it
much, but when he does he is unlikely o be
disappointed: at 15mph ina Tokyo traffic am,
he'll hardly be able to tell the difference from
his Lexus

Thanks to Siman Waller of Bamsbury Classics
for finding the original 3.8, Ring him on
0171 809 4949 it you are looking for o Mkl

Classic and Sportscar, January 1994
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CARS

Price: £60-80,000
dapundmg on ﬁpﬁﬂﬂi ﬁfu:n’: mn for (Ju i
Build time: 12.14 bnara e
manths depending on spec; sight buil
Optians: injection, fve-speed or modern
aulomalic ransmission, uprated suspension ond
brakes, rack steering, rentral lbacking, electric
windows/ sunroof, air conditioning

Service back-up? Ye:

When established: 1993

Where: Building &, Stanmore indusiriol Esiate,
Bridgnorth, Shropshire WV15 5HR: tel: 01744
7465804,

MILL LANE INGINEERING V- 51,

Price: £56-66,000 ¥ L
Build time: & months: ] __'
aight buil ’

: 4.2 engine, injection,
Gatrag five speed, bin wire wheels, handling kil,
dual circuit uprated brokes, central locking,
elaciric windows, iImproved seats, all lsathar irim
Service back-up? Yes
When established: 1961
Where: Ash Rood, Aldershal, Hompshire
GU12 4HD; tel: 01252 22002

Price: 150-240,000 D

depending on spec g
Build fime: 914 .'_'1 E?f';‘ﬁ?ﬁ‘ﬁ-}
manths depending on _ W

spec

Options: cololysed 4.2 injection engine, rack
power steering, uproted suspension [coll spring
on rear|, uprated brakes, modam automatic
Iransmission, improved venfilation and oir
condifioning, improved frant secls, slectric
windows, cenfral lacking

Service badk up? Yes, plus Europ Assistance,
When esta ed: 1991

Where: Poshweg 57 3769 BV Soesterberg,
Mederland; tel: 0031 344 353440

VICARAGE
JAGUAR LTD
dﬂﬁﬂ&:‘ ndﬂﬁﬁf:,ﬁfﬂ}
ing on
ll.mld hme*'ng g ?spng'lﬂ'-s; 200 buili
Options: 3.8 or 4.2, four speed
aulo, four,/five speed manual, eruise conirol,
rack and pinion power steering, uprabed
suspansion, brokes with AB3, VOP style irim, air
condifioning, centra lockin
Service back-up? Yes, p?u; ogents in Hong
Kong, Japan, Germany, Spain, Oslo
When established: 1783
Where: Unit 1, Madular Business Park, Asplay
Close, Faur Ashes, Woebmrhompion
Staffordshire WY 10 7DE, lel. 01902 791818
AUTOMOBILES

T D, (lassics

Build time: 5.4 monthss, eight built per yeor
i . ar modarn avtobax, rack

steering, upraled brakes, impeoved inferior
Service back-up? Yes
When established: 1988
Where: Unifs 1-7, Moreland Road Ind Est, Cld
Barn Lane, Reflendon, Chelmsford, Fssex M3

BHA; 1el: 01245 400040
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