There’s little contest over
whatlis the greatest classic
8 1, can, bt which:Jaguar E-type
W “ iteration isthe best buy

“ma\ oday? James Elliott puts
%EG&EFFW the 4.2 fhe
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BUYING YOUR FIRST E-TYPE?.

WHAT TO F'.ﬂ.'r’

FURTHER READIMNG

E-Iyps

‘Nothing so crafted offered
such performance or such
‘engineering without talking fn
multiples of the Jags price’




nowledge is a comperitive l-{m:l: rarcly
e so than i @ speciadisg Beld and never
1 muore than when traversing the pencil-
thin lines hetween different degrees ol lanlBance.
Whatever the subject, sit a harilful nfunl_]muuh
in a pub, drip-feed them s couple of pints and
thelr conversatian will play owt thus: g comes
the secepted view, based on a combination of
conventional wisdom and lEmited persoral expe-
rience; then there |s the coguascenti chodes,
founded on & mix of slighthy more information
anal pragmatism bt mire importantly, demaon-
strating a greater knowledge tan l:hrlrr:ﬂn.u.
ypreaker. With the obious opeinns owt of the way,
player thiee will forlamly try to play a q.'!n||.|_d|:
pokeer, 3 slightly more ‘dilficult’ or purist chnice
that challenges the recetved wisdom and that
thiey will justify at lenggth, bu whase |“'!"“"|"“¢
in merely m |.'ir|:|:|:-m|.:tnlr that they are able o
mention something that no one clic has (o date
A fiver says that if the: topic pat (o our pub
sages was the greatest Rolling Stones albams,
the names woubd tuinble out thus: Lee &t Bieed,
then Beggers Rawged and finally Exile on Miwin 52,
IF the subject is the Jagmar E-type, the warld’s
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st recognisable, mos ienmic classic L'Jr._ﬂdlb-
an the order would be: 51 _m:.lls_tr.-r. 51 4.2
finerd-head coupd, ‘flar-fooe’ 51 1.8, Three carly
cars? Well, is anyone outside of IHMTJ -Raivd
really polng to angee for the 537 Andl, thanks to
U5 federal laws, the less heavily moleszed 52
bt sl with uncowled lamps, new bonnet,
higgher lumpers and desecrated tail anad side-
1|gH'-|- [:mhiuﬁ before you explore the poer
stecring on the options list of pickupa 171bhp
twin-Stramberg car) - Is A no-go toa.

S an 51 it matst e and here why, in practical
terms (but not forgetting that this is merely
differeitiating berween 3 eollection of exquisite

el two |||-E|h.|_- avnilable choioes are fiawed,
§'uu can lamour after roadsters all you want, but
feres a newsllash: you bought the wrong car
Mot that it bad, vn the contrary f 2 nagnifi-
cent heast, har s longgas the coapd exiss, itis the
wrong car, | hear you — winid i the hair, less
enckpuit heat, slick wusstline et colen bt none
af that matess: le the 242, the E-type roadster
will ahways be an ancom fortahde afterthought Lo
e Whes could boole at poaibner ansd Axcd-head
in perofile and then pay @ premisi 0 tose the

?rs-anﬁm_rqenutlﬁfd_,%‘n’f-‘w
really going to argue
thanks

worlds inost sensual rood snd have a far, VW
Beeale-style hood bag behind thetr backs?

Meat up for ritus| serifice is the 51 3.8: the
henchmark, the oeiginal, o car that oo parity
frosm every pore, All true, bt by the same rote 1t
it bess pru'li; al, less usahle (and thai uuu.i:lg
from a genuine fan of the Moss gearbo) and les
developed. Worship them in the dexign muse
s W|!I'JI'I|‘||.'!|' mrtiyh|-|||||!:.Jlldnun‘w-rll.rm
whenever possthiie, bur don't oy o trickle one up
the hul,q'xjkmﬂt'vt'r}'."il.l1|n|.1:.' that Chelica are
pla ingrat hie,

So you are lelowith the 4.2 coupd. A cliché |
ko, bt b birave, embicace the olvious mther
than a.Fl:.:'np away Frvmm it as if I||-i||ig part of the
herd isas umaceeprable as pivching up a the club
comwaars in a Pinto-powered Wildeat, Aferall
—and here (‘\ll!ll."%lll.rll.‘rlll.'rﬁ}' itk noras iF.1||}-
E-nype b quive s flawbess as misty-cped romance
currently has it. The sceptics may have baved
their .||'.|1-r-1-|.:r 38 ANEUIISEN Iﬂrgu,'h- al i:-qluul.:.-
ar ll-!ltl]!l'rlt.‘-‘!.&'\lr there aro same valid poines
hiclden im che: hymteria,

As a forner r.ln[-mll.}-ihg wu.'pli..' pvsell = it
Ivaen Inoem i Feo s v, |m|J!|:Lx.:l1|fl11u:||i-

JAGUAR E-TYPE 4.2 FHC
Sald/number bullt 1964- 687770
Construction sbeel monocogue with e
tubwy ol wfsfrarne

Ersglng v enoked mon-block, alloy-Fead
dohe A2 3% m-bne tix, with 1hies 2in S cvts
Bare x stroke 97x106
Max power 2E5bhp @ 5400rpm

Max torque 2831 It @ 4000mpm
Transmisshan legoar four-speed o -symchin
erarsiial, vl bmiited - 1o S Terormal
Suspenson independent all reond, o1 front by
double wihbores, barsion bars, telescopic
daitpery, ati-rol hat nesr kvwor wishhone,
wppeer deveeshalt bink, radies arema, bwan ool
dampar wsby, & bar ’“ﬂln‘ imch and jirson
Brakes oy o round, wilh sorvo

Length T4ft Bin (44 7mm] Wheelbase At
{74 38mm) Wideh 50t Sin {165 9mm) Helght
310 (11 94mm) Wielght 28! {1 255kg)
Wheeals & tymes wines, 6401 5in Tyees (now
raciahi) Q-60mph 7 secs Top speed 1 50mph
Price new L1096 Price mow F40.000 (o)

ing the mrrri:lgn. thie urigi:u! Iisg has shrmenk
aml such inane dsmissals as “its o 1 not a
'|r.m;n.'r SEHITES CArT ey Iun]_r,-.nu hesvy, etc”™ have
een consigned 1o the bin (though st 28560
1395kg — i hardly a Hghtweight), But soma
gjtualms remain, The tail-hyhes and rear bunpens
cambine swkwardly, s messy arninged marmags
of oppesives that Simply doesn't ged, The base of
the windecreen s sbaut $in o far back, unset
tling an otherwise perfot profile (it always has
heen and, to these eyes, it abways will beh. Oh,
and when you wre following an F-type the shal
bow rear wray s invisible, so far too many of the
mechanicals are exposed. Te almost books as i
something has fallen off,

T all oo casy we gee these thoughts in ypour
bl and to convines yourselfthat they outweigh
[ r:}'l]llu;q c]ﬂ:.mIr|'1|‘-I|M'I.'I:.'n-:||.i|'u§n||:l selves
ol the everything l.'|ur.'r'||-:]a.5l.|ll E-1ype i the
et commonly desired car in the workiL Perjod.
Even car-haters swoan mi1l\.|1||,'q-|||'|u:||,1.n o
weant o be mken serously as & classse car dealer,
you must have one on your forecoart, From
&S0 terms of reference it is the Lady Di of
classics: the vast nuajority of cotlisiases have an

Imsaiabile .'|p|l:u.'l.i'lc for . Same of you may not
like that —we'll receive o hamdfal of  mot snother
E-type’ letters after this plece, just as for every
wahier - bata vocal minority B a minority none
theless Then there is the fact tha the E-type is
the barometer of the entire clissic ear marker,
anid has been sinee day one.

In Fact; the E-type casts such s vast shadow
over our hobby thet people rend to take its
wowering presence for granted, Aml, criminally,
o forget how it got there. Laanched ot the
Cieneva show in March 1961, Sir William |_:.1|||=.'
and Maleolm Sayer’s masterplece was rightfully
a shinw-steiper the sort of natural -.J|u1u' thet
tday I\m'multll e dlescribed w forganic’, the sort of
power thay even today would be deseribed as
'muﬁ:', annid @ pric LT} that m-uh:,' wpuld he
described 21 'Kia", The shape was govenmed by
coimman sense, art appreciation amd sesthetics
rather than wind tunnels snd target markets -
this was the cra, after all, when fag-packet
sketches were handed over o crafissnen to oease
rather than fed nto COMYIULETS i n:ua.l::llglg.-
revise towards a lowest commaon desominator of
aceepiable normaliy.

The power muay never huave quite matched the
PR Frenzy, ot focising on thatmerely shrouds
the Fact that itwas still swesame, ghing O-flmph
i 7 secs and topping out at, well, just Llnujrr
1 50maph {though j?lr.-fn.l;mrrlaium‘l 1o have hift
the Iniiax niarker for the first tone ina tweaked
W0 ). Then therels price. The E2098 tha
the 3.8 went on sale for in 1961 would have
bouglht you any of the follawing: half an Aston
Martin DIH | Jensen CV-8 or Lancis Flaminia
rwne-thirds ol an Alfa Giulierts Speine, Meneodcs-
Bene 151 ar AC Greyhownd: two-Fftha of o
Briszol 407, » thind of s Maseras 3500G T3 or the
back endd of & Ferrari 2506, For that you got
race-terived spees] maching with all the Lavess
technlagy. Mothing so crafied — and withour
the specere of kit-car sssociasons hanging over it
- eamme close o offening sach performance or
\Ih’!lﬂlﬂlrll-'l:flnr without talkang in multiples of
the Jaguarkon-the-road cost. An all-steel nano-
coque with frone subframe, all-synchrn
lemie-speed "bax (from 1964}, all-round inde-
pendent suspension (double wishbomnes ar the
fron, wishbones and twin coilfilamper wnits ar
the rear), sharp rack-and-pinion steering, dual-
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