8 MOTORING

Classic ‘Cat’ ro
Into new centu

AUNCHED at the
Motor Show In

1959 the Jaguar
Mk Il quickly found a
very special place in

motoring history.

In Amagua it was halled
as the first true sports
sedan, twice winning the
covated 'Best Imported
Car' award.

And on the Australinn race
tracks it ended the reign of
the mighty Galaxies, Mus-
tangs and Impalas. In Europe
it beat the best Marcedes
and BMW had no answer,

It won the classic Tour de
France four times and i
became a favourite of the
Golden Boys of racing -
Duncan Hamillon, Stirlin
Moss, Graham Hill, Roy Sal-
vador and Bruce Mclaran

My memony still retains the
vivid Impressions lormed b
my first encounter with a 3.
Mk Il in Carman Fed with
chrome wirg whaals.

| was a boy of 16 and my
father's: friend, who had
Esarf. ol racing experience

ehind him, ook me on a
long journey.

W warn on the A48 jus]
oulside Worcester —and so it
sepmed was everything else
that moved in the vicinity. The
tritiulations of baing baulked

Move over Inspector Morse -
Syd Taylor relives boyhood
mgmories in a classic Jaguar Mk
I, where traditional craftsmanship
s combined with modern engi-
neering

."I Pictures: Gavin Dickson

The whola exarcise - 50
sale in fis beauly and its pos-

CMC's craftsmen a
the sama obsessive syn

expect a lolally standard car
from the 60z to fit into the
world of motoring mayhem
that is today.

With this in mind CMC
have wisaely chosen to re-
anginear the car lo a level
where [t can be Used with
total confidence as a modam
day axprass - quite capable
of dealing with the rigours of
2151 Cenlury motonng and

PPlY  wafting you across whole

-

couniries with ease, Bul i
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W Ly Wy e gy
impassable slow-coaoh were
suddenly punctured by the
momentary appearance ol a
gap large enough o accom-
modate this modesily dimen-
sionad saloon car,

Thal was when the Jaguar
demonstrated  ts  cal-like
propensity for the sudden,
pre-maditated, almos!

redatory leap lonward which
its X angine made possible.

Flooring the throttle in
sacond gear the engine
answerad tha summons
withoul any perceplible
delay. The Jaguar made lis
leap. and it was past the
obstacle and back on its own
side of the road again in no
time. Nevar had acceleralion
fedl 5o thrilling or s0 power-
fully sensual. We continued
to acoelerate, cresting a rise
at over 110 mph - and in thal
timeless, never-io-be-lorgot-
tan momeant | savoured life
with The Gods, Indalibly

stamped into my mind was
the sheer vilality and pure
magic of the Jaguar Mi 112 1
was smittan.

jlivity, demonstrated Ine
many features that distin-
guished this car from its
meanar contemporaries, IS
performance was oulstand-
ing for this was 1862, Ihe
days of the Marris Oxlord and
Ford Prafect

The memorny of that 3.8 Mk 8

Il lves with ma o this day.
Mow with the lalest Classic
Motor Cars Jaguar Mk Il the
magic has boen re-awak-
ened. Their demonstralor is
nol just a restored car, it's a
re-manulaciured model - a
shining paragon 1o take your
breath away and arguably
the best Mk 1| you'll ever see.
Bridgnorth-based Classio
Motor Cars (who specialise
in evarything Jaguar from re-
bujlds to just semvicing)
recently hit the headlines
when they underiook the
prestigious restaration of that
miost famous of all Jaguars -
9600 HP, the oldest E Type in
axistence which was the
sacrel 1960 prototype (hat
was tested on the then newly
openad M1 Matorweay.

my  ana COHTHTITTENL (o
quality when thay build Mk
II's. i shows in every {acat of
the test car with is perfect
panel alignment and paint-
work with & lustre deep as a
mouniain tarm,

Modam engineaering has
ane hand-in-glove with tho
time honourad and labour
inlenslve processas imvaled
in finishing these highly indi-
vidual molor cars.

Golden era

A Mk Il Jaguar ditfers from
a modem car in practically
every detall. The line -
darived from the XK - was
designed by Sir William
Lyons: not on a computer of
in:a wind funnel, but in his
back room.

Pratty to the cora with
sublle, curved surlaces
which plunga deep into the
emotional bullseye, it is an
amesting automotive shape
Mada in a golden era whan
roads wera jam-free and life
moved at a gentla pace, It
would be quite wrong 1o

you're a stickier for authentic-
ity then they will budld your
car to yesleryear's speciica-
tion.

The test car was fitted with
fhe 4.2 litre varsion of the XK
engine and with multipaint
fual injection the increass in

ower and forque (lo 204

HP and 258 |bs. i, respec-
tively) proved weall worth-
while; giving a higher lop
speed ol 135 mph as well &5
improved driveability.

Brakes are also up-graded
with lour-pot callipers (o
copa with the exira perfor-
mance and, most notably,
stearing has been changed
to rack and pinion, giving the
car sharper and more sporty
handling. An optional five-
speed manual  Gelrag
gearbox adds o the overall
sporiness,

Inside, tha view fram tha
driver's seal s Hke no other.
You sil in splendour and tha
sansa of cmnipotence is pal-
pable as the bonnel curves
away 1o the lithe polishad
chrome back of the leaping

Jaguar, Sidelight ‘tall-tales’
glow red at night and the
bonnat shimmers with heat
from that big dohc engine.
Instruments are Impres-
swe oo, laid out In what
Jaguar called “aircrafl style’.
minar dials to the left and two
large dials in front of the
driver, white on black, a
speadometer marked to 140
mph and a rav counter
reading to G000 rpm.

Leather

Everything ks marked in
English ol coursa - no inter-
national symbols here — and
there's old fashioned quality
1o mmmn? touch.

The m glows with
awarmih endowed by loving
craftsmen and you sensa the
ghosis o the men who
created tha orginal cars.

With top levels of refine-
ment, it is the most solgne of
intariors, yel it is the very
antonym of ostentation. Only
a cold heart could fail 10
respond to the wisual and
tactile triggers in this car.

Passengers foal i, 100, The
smell af leather as you open
the doors; tha satislying
clunk when you close tham.

To start, push a button in
tha dash to fire up that mag-
nificent straighl six motar. lis
eloquent slirfings precipitats
all the excitement the senses
expact and the beguiling
power dellvery imbues a
sense of calm, yel when you
want It there's a powerful
surge that is irresistible.

Press tha throftle and the
Mk |l forges forward with
anthusiasm - it is by any
reckoning a rapld car even
today. Mallow when you
wanl, ferocious f you dars,
the delight of having an affair
with such responsive and
harmonious mechanicals is
an unmatched experience.

When you're in the mood
to press on the chassis deliv-
ers pleasure pure and simple
as the road opens up and the
hedgerows biur.

Responses are reliable
and reasonably quick and
gfip is Impressive too, In a
CMC MK Il you can hurry

dacorously, enjoying com-
plata dominion over highway
and bywiy,

Radolent ol Oid England,
open roads and counlry
house weekands, the purity
and propristy of the Jaguar
contrasts that even in our
conformist and legistation

ridden times, gentleman of
taste are still lree to indulge in
an experience of truly noble
motoring that only & classic
like this can give,

Thanks to Classic Molor
Cars Ltd (01746 TE5804) for
the loan of thair demonstra-
tor for this test,

Technical specification

Engine:

Transmission:

Chassis & Suspension:

Brakes:
Wheels and Tyres:
Peromanca:

Price:  Around £100,000

Standard specification: Air conditioning, remote cantral
locking, immobiliser, pramium sound system including CD
player. Options: eleciric windows, oruise conltral, race
developed enginas up 10300 bhp

B ﬂlinder DOHC 3.8 litre,
5.U. carburetiors. 180 bhp
(optional; 4.2 litre, Fusel
injection. 204 bhp)
Aulomatic 4 spesd ZF ar

& speed manual Gelrag box
Front - double wishbones.
telescopic shock absorbers,
Rear - coil springs. Panhard

rod

Front - ventitaled discs
Rear - discs

5 1/2 chrome wires with
205/70/15 tyres

Top speed 135 mph
MPG about 21 avorage




